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WALTER MASON                  ‘MASTER BUILDER’ 
 

Walter Mason first saw the light of day on 16th 
October 1833. He was the second born child of 
carpenter Thomas Mason, originally from Sturmer 
and his wife Ann nee Clifton from Fulbourn who had 
made a home for their family in Chauntry Croft. 
 
Only older sister Susanna (1832–1911) and Walter 
(1833–1904) would live to see beyond their 70th 
birthdays. Two sisters, Martha Clifton (1835-6) and 
Hannah (1837-8) both died as babies,  another sister 
also called Martha (1841-1875) lived to be 34 years 
old and brothers Alfred (1839-1881) and Guylott 
(1844-88)  reached 42 and 44 years respectively. 
 
With the exception of a very short period he lived in 
the town for the whole of his life. As a young man 
he worked with his father who had a small carpentry 
business before extending the business to that of a 
builder. The original premises were in Chauntry 

Croft but they were later to move to the High Street. Walter went to London for a few years 
returning in 1860 when he married Susan Bishop Sparrow. Their marriage took place in the 
Independent Chapel on Market Hill on 28th June 1860 and they made a home in the High 
Street. Susan was a confectioner, the daughter of miller John Sparrow and his wife Rebecca 
nee  Leach who lived in Little Wratting Road.   
 
Walter and Susan had nine children. Unfortunately, history seems to have repeated itself as 
several of their children did not lead long healthy lives. Their first born Anne was born in 1861 
and died aged fourteen in 1875. She was joined by a sister Mary Anne in 1863 who reached 
the age of eighty four. Thomas John was born in 1864 and died in 1932; Kate was born in 1865; 
Alice was born in 1867 and reached ninety one years of age; Alfred was born 1869 and died 
aged nine years in 1878; Fanny was born in 1872 and died aged thirty eight years; Ada was 
born in 1875 and finally William was born in 1877 and died in 1923. We learned from Walter 
Junior’s obituary that was printed in the local paper that he suffered with Asthma and 
Bronchitis and that the cause of his death was one of these conditions so one wonders if other 
members of the family also suffered similar poor health.  
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Walter Mason with some family members  Walter Mason entering the yard at 61 High Street 
 
Having rejoined his father in the firm Messrs Mason and Son the first work of local importance 
was the building of Chauntry House for Daniel Gurteen of Chauntry Mill.  By 1869 they had 
moved into the premises at 61 High Street, next door to the stone mason Edward Marriot 
Green with whom he often worked, particularly on Church restorations.   
 
Almost all the most imposing buildings 
in Haverhill were built by Walter 
Mason. They include the Old 
Independent Church, the West End 
Church, Sunday School and Manse, the 
Town Hall (now the Arts Centre), the 
Board School (better known today as the Cangle),  
the Co-operative Society’ s buildings in High Street, 
parts of Chauntry Mill in particular a warehouse 
and the mat factory, as well as a large number of 
private houses, shops and cottages for Messrs 
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Gurteen & Sons, including The Coupals where Jabez Gurteen lived with his family. Other large 
residences included Barnadiston Hall, the home of Lady Malcolm and Broadlands at Little 
Wratting which was the home of Mr J Sainsbury 
. 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Walter Mason was described as being 
enterprising when in April 1880 he installed 
new machinery which were both time and 
labour saving. At this time he was employing 
102 men and 16 boys in the building 
business. 
 
It will come as no surprise to learn that 
Walter also established a brickworks in 
Withersfield Road which were still in 
operation when he died in 1904. After all a 
builder needs bricks. He also developed an 
interest in farming on a rather large scale. 

He became the occupier of Manor Farm (off Hamlet Road) and Copse Hall Farm (Bumpstead 
Road), and then Sturmer Hall which he also farmed for a few years.  

 
Sturmer Hall was described as having large old fashioned flower and kitchen gardens adjoining 
the house. The house contained a large entrance hall with fire place, an oak panelled drawing 
room, dining room and study opening to the garden. There were front and back kitchens, a 
dairy, a larder, large wine and beer cellars, a fruit store, a gun cupboard, a W.C., six bedrooms 
(two with dressing rooms), a boxroom and two attics. There was a bake house, a brew house, 
coal and wood stores, two fowl houses, fowl run, storage sheds as well as stables, a harness 
room, a coach house, a granary,a cow house, a cart lodge and piggeries. The well pump 
adjoining the yards provide a good supply of water.  

Walter handed over two farms to his surviving sons, Thomas and Walter. Son Walter took over 
Manor Farm while Thomas took on Sturmer Hall.  
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Walter employed many people across all his enterprises and it was reported in his obituary 
that he was a kind and considerate master, held in the highest esteem by his workmen who at 
his funeral presented  beautiful wreath.  
 
On 16 March 1878 Walter was elected to the Local Board, a position he held for over six years 
until 13 October 1884. He also represented the Ratepayers on the Risbridge Board of 
Guardians. 
 
Walter was at one time a member of the local Volunteer Fire Brigade. He always encouraged 
sport and was a member of the Haverhill Gala for many years and the President from 1894 – 
96. He took a keen interest in the Haverhill Cricket Club and took on the role of Honorary 
Treasurer. For a great many years he was the President of Haverhill Rovers Football Club and 
he also represented the club as Vice President on the Haverhill and District League. 
 
Walter Mason, aged 71 years, died at home in 61 High Street at 11.30 pm on Friday 7 
December 1904. His obituary reported that ‘he suffered from a complication of conditions and 
though he had been in failing health for some months past, his death came as quite a shock to 
his relatives and friends’. He left a widow, two sons and five daughters. Walter’s wife Susan 
died eleven years later on 19 January 1916 aged 77 years. She had  been confined to her bed 
for the previous three months. She left two sons and four daughters as Fanny had died aged 
28 years in 1910.  
 

 
 

The impressive Mason family grave is in Haverhill Cemetery. 
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When Walter died in 1904 son Walter was the 
main beneficiary, succeeding him in the 
building firm. He left specific instructions as to 
what should happen to his estate. 
 
Son Thomas was left all his sheep and lambs. 
He provided an annuity of £40 for his daughter 
Kate and a weekly payment of 5s for life to his 
niece Emily Hudson. Daughters Fanny, Ada and 
Alice were left nineteen houses as tenants in 
common. 
 
 
 

 
Walter Junior (1877 – 1923) was a keen 
sportsman, although he didn’t always enjoy 
good health as he suffered with asthma. He 
was President of Haverhill Rovers Football 
Club from 1904 until 1920. He also 
particularly enjoyed playing chess and 
billiards. 
 
Haverhill Rovers Team 1907 with Walter Jnr 
standing first left middle row. 
 
 
Thomas certainly enjoyed his position as squire of Sturmer, with shooting parties and 
entertainments. His first wife, Annie Chevens, was a daughter of C H Chevens who was the 
printer founder of the Haverhill Almanack and Directory. His business suffered and Thomas left 
Sturmer.  
 
In 1923, when Walter Jnr died his cousin Clifton Mason (1876 – 1946) became the sole 
proprietor. Clifton was the son of Walter Snr’s youngest brother Guylott. The firm continued 
to build in and around Haverhill for many years.  
 
 
Research by Judy Stratford, photos & news reports courtesy Haverhill Local History Group. 


